CHAPTER XIII
Technical and Professional Education
THE FACTORY APPRENTICE SCHOOL
A RECORD of the part played by the Komsomol (Young Com-
munist League) in the cultural and economic reconstruction of
the U.S.S.R. would fill volumes. It was the Komsomol that in
practice created the factory apprentice school. Almost im-
mediately after the Revolution the Komsomol realised that the
Soviet's greatest need was skilled workers. How to train them ?
The mass of the young people had little schooling in the towns
and less still in the villages. There were many conferences with
educationists and others, and from these resulted the factory
apprentice school in the industrial centres, and the school for
peasant youth in rural areas. Every factory was to organise a
department for the training of youth for industry; every rural
education authority, and later every State or collective farm,
was to organise a school for peasant youth. The course lasted
three years, and half the time was spent in general education
and half in training for industry. For the technical education the
factory had to supply a suitable workshop with benches and
machines corresponding to the students' physical development,
as well as material and instructors.
In the schools of peasant youth the students were trained in
agriculture, including the use and care of agricultural machinery.
The factory apprentice schools began by taking pupils who had
received a two years' primary education. As the number of
seven-year schools increased and the majority of children were
able to have a longer time at school, so the qualifying period for
students applying for admission to the factory apprentice schools
was lengthened.
The importance of the factory apprentice schools can hardly
fee overestimated. They trained skilled workers, teaching tieia
tlbe scientific handling of tools; they trained their xnTisdbs so